
and whimsy, reflecting each of the artists that 
contributed to the project. They will be exhibited 
at the Watrous Heritage Museum this off-season 
and will also be on display at Government House’s 
QEII Art Gallery in fall 2026.

Community support remained strong as reflected 
in the incredible turnout for Camp Day 2025, 
with many supporters, donors, and dignitaries 
sharing their day with us and demonstrating their 
unwavering support. 

We sincerely thank the many groups and 
individuals who volunteered their time for  
Camp clean-up days and helped plant flowers.  
We also appreciate those who fundraised and 
donated, ensuring that Camp remains accessible 
to everyone, including those who are visiting  
for the first time. Your generous support helps 
create unforgettable summer experiences for 
campers.
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“Each week, we had a theme and all activities 
and crafts were planned around it. We aimed 
to give participants a variety of experiences so 
we also tried to include an outing related to the 
weekly theme,” shares Erin Stacheruk, quality of 
life coordinator. Participants engaged in multiple 
crafts, including kite making and creating their 
own binoculars for the Great Outdoors Week. 

The activity schedule for the day program was 
equally as busy with participants exploring 
multiple provincial parks, enjoying outdoor 
activities like kayaking, touring local farms with 
animals, and taking in summer events around 
the city. Interested participants also ventured to 
smaller communities outside of Yorkton and visited 
farm dealerships to gain hands-on knowledge 
about equipment. A summer highlight for many 
day program participants from Yorkton is the 
opportunity to spend a week at Camp Easter Seal.

Summer Fun

Message from Camp

CONTINUED

CONTINUED

Summer 2025 was a fantastic season at Camp 
Easter Seal. Overall, it was a cooler summer 
with few hot days and a fair amount of rain, 
especially in June. Several storms blew through 
Camp, one of which flattened the canopy over 
the patio in week 11.

The boats ran all summer and were a big hit. 
The boat vibe is relaxed with campers enjoying 
the wind in their hair, the sunshine on their 
faces, and a peaceful space that provided a 
nice contrast to the busier parts of Camp. 

Sleepy Hollow was a new offering this year –  
a return to accessible overnight tenting in our 
28-foot yurt and 19-foot bell tent. The yurt 
features a solid floor, making it suitable for 
those who need a hospital bed or Hoyer lift, 
while the bell tent is equipped with cots.  
The first night was a bit cool, with staff wearing 
several layers and blankets while sitting by 
a propane fire pit – all part of the joys of 
camping! This special area promises to create 
many wonderful memories for years to come.

In the music room, campers had fun making 
music with our new Sound Beam. This amazing 
piece of technology was developed in England 
to allow dancers to make music rather than 
dancing to music. We now have a full set of 
four movement sensors and eight paddles, 
offering a variety of ways for campers to find 
their groove. Even minimal movement triggers 
different notes on a scale or song or different 
animal sounds depending on the sound set 
used. Sometimes the music room sounds like a 
zoo on purpose!

Message from Camp Easter 
Seal Manager, Steve

Regular activities returned to full 
swing during the 2025 camping 
season. In Rustics, campers may 
have made a sensory board of the 
nature around them or tried to hit the target 
in archery with a bow attached to the shooting 
fence, improving accessibility for those aspiring 
to be Robin Hood. Arts and crafts program 
accepted many fingerprints transformed into 
leaves on canvases, while sports activities 
benefited from a new rubber-paved section 
beside fresh asphalt, making the surface safer. 
Camp’s weekly carnival evening saw a record 
number of people dunked by the accessible 
dunk tank while others enjoyed the candy floss 
or snow cones.

Touring Camp today, you’ll notice new 
signposts guiding visitors and providing 
directions. Have you heard about Camp’s art 
panel project in recognition of SaskAbilities’ 
75th anniversary? Thirteen Saskatchewan 
artists were commissioned to create 15 vibrant 
paintings to adorn the front doors of the 
cabins. These artworks, full of birds, colours, 

“     I’m so impressed with what 
you’ve done here at Camp Easter 
Seal. Each year since 1956, this 
beautiful location welcomes campers 
to enjoy the outdoors and build 
friendships. When the ministry’s 
Camp Thunderbird was threatened 
by wildfire in June, Camp Easter Seal 
generously welcomed 32 campers 
and ministry support staff with open 
arms. Thank you for everything 
your volunteers, staff, donors, and 
families do to make this camp such a 
welcoming and special place.”  

Honourable Terry Jenson,  
Minister of Social Services
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Peer-to-Peer Connections  
in Saskatoon
Summer Fun coordinators Calina and Alannah launched an 
exciting lineup of events that included park tours, Shriner’s Day 
at the Saskatoon Exhibition, and multiple visits to Smoove Ice 
Cream Bar for participants in Saskatoon. Welcoming 29 children 
and youth aged six to 22, Summer Fun programming was 
offered in two groups: one on Monday and Wednesday,  
and another on Tuesday and Thursday.

With the help of volunteers for the July and August program, 
Calina and Alannah were struck by how impactful the 
relationships formed between participants and the Summer 
Fun team. “This year we had a more diverse group of 
volunteers, which was great. Even though a lot of effort goes 
into planning activities for participants, I think the one thing 
we underestimated was just the genuine connections made 
between the team and participants. This definitely enhanced 
the experience for all of us, and of course, it’s bittersweet when 
the program comes to an end,” shares both coordinators of the 
genuine bonds formed over the summer. 

Day program participants in Saskatoon had an equally busy 
summer. Creating a line-up of activities that suited multiple 
preferences, day program staff members leveraged outdoor 
spaces and events across the city and provided indoor and 
outdoor choices for participants. 

Tailoring Activities to 
Participants in Regina
Summer Fun in Regina featured a calendar of events for three 
age groups: six to 10, 11 to 14, and 15 to 18 years of age.  
“At the beginning, we did home visits where we could connect 
with participants in a comfortable environment for them.  
This allowed us to get to know them and base our program 

around their likes and interests,” shares Summer Fun 
coordinator, Manuela Cruzat. “Each week, we provided groups 
with elements of water, sensory, free play, and crafts. We tried  
to hit every interest each participant had.”

With a few weather-related surprises early on, coordinators 
learned to pivot quickly and have a variety of plans in place. 
“We learned pretty quickly to adapt on the spot. We always 
had our base plan, but then also had a few backup plans just in 
case. Honestly, some of the best days were just hanging with 

the participants and learning more about them, and I think they 
also appreciated those moments with us,” expresses Manuela 
with a smile. 

A summer highlight for day program participants was the 
opening of the Regina Branch’s green space on the east 
side of the building. “Participants really enjoy that space for 
socializing, playing games, and every summer we plant flowers 
and maintain a small garden box for vegetables,” shares Haley 
Murphy, quality of life services coordinator.

With a mix of indoor and outdoor activities planned throughout 
the summer, participants are invited to engage and participate 
in what fits their interests. Outdoor activities included 
swimming, golfing, planting in the community gardens, water 
balloon toss, and community outings to parks and recreational 
sites. Indoor activities included summer safety sessions, crafts, 
and afternoon movies.

Adventures Across the 
Southwest 
With many adventures across the southwest region for the Swift 
Current Branch, Summer Fun participants explored the Grotto 
Gardens in Maple Creek which features an accessible train 
on the grounds. They also enjoyed mini golf at Saskatchewan 
Landing Marina and Lac Pelletier, watched a movie at the 
theatre in Gull Lake, visited the T-Rex Centre in Eastend, and 
toured the Western Development Museum in Moose Jaw -  
just to name a few highlights. 

“I should also mention that ice cream was a big theme this 
year,” shares Kara Spur, program senior supervisor at the  
Swift Current Branch. “Most of the activities concluded with ice 
cream and we even made ice cream the old-fashioned way at 
the Western Development Museum using a traditional churn, 
which was a lot of fun.”

The day program continued its regular schedule of activities, 
making some adjustments to enjoy the beautiful summer 
weather. “We have a fantastic inclusive park here in Swift 
Current that is wheelchair accessible and welcoming to all  
ages, including adults, making it a popular spot for participants,” 
adds Kara. This summer, participants also enjoyed playing 
horseshoes and bocce ball. Another favorite activity  
was walking along the outdoor city paths.

Weekend and evening programming was available throughout 
the summer. This year, participants enjoyed visits to Gull Lake to 
watch roller derby and listened to live music and karaoke at the 
local ice cream shop in Swift Current. 

“Even though the day program tends to be quieter in Swift 
Current, as many participants are away at Camp Easter Seal  
or spending time with family and friends, we made the most  
of July and August and had a lot of fun,” mentions Kara,  
who expects attendance to pick up again in the fall.  

Connecting with the 
Community in Yorkton 
The Summer Fun program in Yorkton ran for seven weeks, with 
a morning and afternoon group accommodating ages four 
to 12 years. This year, coordinators created opportunities for 
participants to explore their community in new and exciting 
ways. Activities included tours of local businesses like Save-
On-Foods, visits to the fire station, making friends with animals 
at a nearby petting zoo, and enjoying as many spray parks as 
possible!

Summer Fun & Day Program  
Activities Across the Regions
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Hill Centre Tower II buzzed with excitement 
in downtown Regina on Saturday, August 23, 
as a fearless group of superheroes gathered 
for an adrenaline-packed adventure! Fueled 
by a mix of thrill, support for a great cause, 
and a whole lot of courage, 39 rappelers 
from seven teams confidently descended 
down the side of Harvard Development’s 
21-storey building. With the expert 
supervision of Tacten Industrial Inc., Drop 
Zone’s national safety team, and Regina’s 
own Western CML Cleaners Ltd., participants 
proved that anyone can be a hero! 

This year’s top fundraising team, the 
Highway Hillbillies, raised an astonishing 
$10,810, with team leader Janna Gray 
contributing an impressive $9,340 toward 
Easter Seals Saskatchewan programs. Special 
thanks to Sun Life, the presenting sponsor 
of Drop Zone YQR, whose enthusiastic staff 
volunteered their time and energy to make 
the event a huge success. 

“Every year, it feels like a fun new adventure 
with the Drop Zone event. I’m always so 
amazed and grateful to all those who 

participate and fundraise - it is for such 
a great cause, and people really want to 
support their community. Of course, an event 
of this size doesn’t just happen overnight.  
It takes a team of people, including sponsors 
and volunteers. Thank you to everyone who 
made this year’s event such an amazing 
one!” says Donna Mouflier, community 
relations coordinator, SaskAbilities.

While the fundraising continues through the 
Drop Zone Endless Possibilities raffle - open 
until November 21 - the event has already 
raised over $100,000 through generous 
donations and sponsorship support. Every 
dollar raised through the Easter Seals™ Drop 
Zone event stays within the province and 
goes towards Easter Seals™ Saskatchewan 
programs, including Camp Easter Seal, 
Summer Fun day camps, and Adaptive 
Technology Services.  

Ready to become a hero in 2026? Join 
us for the next Easter Seals™ Drop Zone 
adventure! Email us at events@saskabilities.
ca or visit www.dropzone.ca to register or 
learn more.

Regina Hosts Its Premiere Adrenaline Pumping Event -   
EASTER SEALS™ DROP ZONE 2025


